
                                              

Recognizing the capabilities and achievements of the NMHS belonging to Aladin and Hirlam
consortia:

1.  The  NMHS present  at  the  joint  Aladin-Hirlam meeting  (dec  2,  2014)  share  the  same
objective  to  jointly  develop  and  maintain  the  best  possible  skilled  limited  area  weather
forecasting system, building on the developments of the IFS/Arpege global forecast system
and on the Aladin and Hirlam limited area systems. This limited area system is defined as a
set of data pre-processing, data assimilation, atmospheric model and postprocessing tools for
producing the best possible operational mesoscale weather forecasts.

2.  Aladin  and  Hirlam  consortia  will  work  together  with  the  aim  of  forming  one  single
consortium by the end of the 2016-2020 MoUs. To this aim, the following issues have to be
resolved:
-  code  ownership  (software  IPR) :  current  situation  and suitable  evolutions.  In  particular
advantages vs drawbacks of open source solutions should be assessed;
- data policy (access to model outputs) ; to this aim a map of the various current operational
configurations  of  the  limited  area  system  should  be  produced  and  scenarios  for  data
dissemination should be assessed;
- global picture of annual contribution of countries to the various types of activities (from
fundamental research to code implementation); 
- identification of common activities and specific activities (possibility of core and optional
programs);
- branding (including suitable evolution of the name of the system).

3. Human resources to support the work will be identified. 

4. Both PM will report every six months on those issues to the consortia governing bodies.

5. Joint meeting of governing bodies of both consortia will be held at least once a year.


